
THE MESSENGER June 2015 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 

Although she was diagnosed with Primary Biliary Cirrhosis 15 years earlier, she had been waiting 

for two years to get the news that there was a donor liver that would perhaps prolong her life and 

lead her to better health. Katrine and I had waited a long time to hear that news.  During that 

waiting period we moved closer to the hospital where her surgeon would be organizing her care 

during this time of waiting.  We made our second home the Transplant center of the hospital, 

seeing many doctors, taking many tests, and basically trying to live our lives as “normally” as we 

could.  The waiting became tedious and at times disheartening.  Still, we kept going.  Katrine’s 

amazing strength and will to be “just another ordinary” person was paramount in her struggle. 

She continued to work, she even became an Elder in the church and offered her talents and gifts 

to help others. She reached out to others to hear their struggles and share insights and wisdom from those who had 

gone down that long hospital corridor to receive the precious gift of new life. 

The day finally came when she received the phone call.  We had rehearsed what we would do and say and whom we 

would call and what we would take to the hospital.  When the call came at 4:30 am our house became a comedy 

sketch straight out of the “I Love Lucy” show.  We ran around the house trying to first of all let it sink in that the call 

was real.  In fact, I dialed the number of the caller and asked the person if he had indeed called to tell us there was a 

donor liver available.  Once that was confirmed we both were excited, scared and thankful.   

That was 10 years ago.  A lot has happened to us in that time.  Katrine has undergone many other surgical 

procedures, many doctors’ visits and many trips to the hospital.  She has survived and has actually thrived during 

this time.  As you can imagine, she became friends with many others who have traveled and are traveling down this 

same path.  Not everyone survives and not everyone thrives but many do quite well as if nothing ever happened. 

Their presence in her journey has provided opportunities of grace and moments of thankfulness for the large 

community who give their gifts so that others may live.   

We are thankful beyond belief for the indwelling spirit that encourages, pushes, pulls and sometimes kicks us to the 

next phase of healing and wholeness.  Without the support of the larger community we would not have survived.  

Without the realization of God’s presence we could not have made it through those tough days.  To this day we give 

thanks for the journey. 

From Galations 5:5 we read the following words: 

We, on the other hand, continue to live through the Spirit’s power and wait confidently in the hope 

that things will be put right through faith. 

Not always waiting with the confidence I need, my experience in waiting tells me over and over, that all will be well.  

That God is ever present no matter the outcome.  That faith often comes because we wait for it, not because we push 

for it.  

My friends at First Christian Church in Montgomery, wait confidently in hope.  God is present!  

Humbled to be your Pastor in the meantime. 

Jim 



All Camps Begin & End at 10am  

 

Genesis Camp– June 26th-28th, 2015 

(Friday-Sunday) 

Director: Rev. Lea McCracken, FCC Meridian 

For those who have completed Kindergarten  

or 1st Grade 

Cost: $140.00– after June 1st- $165.00 

 

Discovery Camp– June 26th-28th, 2015 

(Friday-Sunday) 

Director: Mrs. Debbie Woods, Robertsdale CC 

For those who have completed 2nd or 3rd  Grade 

Cost: $ 140.00-after June 1st- $165.00 

 

Junior Camp– June 22nd-26th, 2015 

(Monday-Friday) 

Director: Mrs. Alethea Lawson, Madison CC 

For those who have completed 4th or 5th  Grade 

Cost: $ 240.00-after June 1st- $265.00 

 

CYF Conference– June 22nd-26th, 2015 

(Monday-Friday) 

Director: Rev. Beth Thomason, Madison CC 

For those who have completed 9th, 10th, 11th,  

or 12th Grade 

Cost: $ 240.00-after June 1st- $265.00 

 

Chi Rho Camp– June 26th-30th, 2015 

(Friday– Tuesday) 

Director: Rev. Jim Storie, FCC Florence 

For those who have completed 6th, 7th, or 8th Grade 

Cost: $ 240.00-after June 1st- $265.00 

 

If you plan on attending a camp please grab a  

registration form from the 

 Information Board.  

Montgomery Habitat for  

Humanity is part of a global, 

nonprofit housing organization 

operated on Christian  

principles that seeks to put God’s love into action by 

building homes, communities, and hope.  Typically, 

volunteers from Faith Build congregations will 

begin construction efforts when they collectively 

reach a target goal of approximately $70,000  

designated for building materials for the home. Last 

year we donated $1,000 for their 2014 project.  We 

will collect an offering on June 14, 2015 to support 

Faith Build 2015 projects.  Please mark this date on 

your calendar and support “Habitat” as we have 

done in prior years.  Also, you can give your  

contribution any time prior to June 14, just  

remember to designate that it is for “Habitat.”  The 

actual building/repair of the home will probably 

start around June/July, and there will be many  

service opportunities for us who are available.  

Please contact Melissa or Dixie if you have any 

questions. 

Dixie Robinson  

Local Mission Team Leader                                     
Melissa Anderson 

Mission Division Chairperson 
 

Disciples Door to Door will be visiting 

Capital Hill Health Care & 

Rehabilitation Center on June 20th. 

We will meet there at 9:00 a.m. at 520 S Hull St. 

Montgomery, AL 36104. Please join us to bless 

and be blessed. Small dogs are welcome to help us 

visit.  

Please contact Alexine Saunders at  

334-220-9942 if you have and questions.  

There will be a youth outing to Lake Jordan for a day of 

fun and fellowship. Mark you calendars for July 11th 

from 11:00 AM to 6:00 PM. Only 

kids ages 10 and up, due to boating 

rules. This event is sponsored by 

Candace and Jane Elizabeth, and it 

will be at their  home on Lake 

Jordan, which is near Wetumpka.   



The Adult Combined Summer Sunday School class will 

begin June 7.  The class will be held in the Sanctuary at 
9:00 am on Sundays.  Anyone who would like to 

volunteer to teach one of the Sunday classes can sign up 

at the Information Board.  Teachers may choose from 
the Feasting on the Word curriculum we have in the 

office or select a topic of their own.  Thank you in 

advance for sharing your gift of teaching.  

  

The Children will also have a Combined Summer 

Sunday School class also beginning June 7, and we are 
looking for volunteers to teach that class as well.  The 

class will be held in the Children’s Wing's Well-area, 
and we will need a teacher and an assistant each 

Sunday.  The sign up for that class is also at the 

Information Board. 

  

Vacation Bible School has been scheduled!!!!  VBS will 

be held this year during the evenings of July 15, 16, and 
17.  Melissa Anderson is this year’s coordinator, and she 

is looking for volunteers for teaching, helping with 

preparing food, and providing games.  We will have four 
age groups again this year: K thru 6.  There will be a 

VBS Meeting for all who would like to volunteer on June 

11 at 5:30 PM.  We will also have a VBS Kick Off during 
the Father’s Day cookout on June 21st.  More to come 

on VBS. 

  

Don’t forget to sign up for Youth Church Camps prior to 

June 1st as the price goes up after that.  The Church 

Camps registration forms are at the Information 
Board.  This year, Pastor Jim Brooks will be a keynoter 

at  CYF camp. 

Make a Joyful Noise! 

The Chancel Choir invites occasional singers to 

join us for two special upcoming songs: June 21, a 

men's choir, "It Is Well With My Soul," and June 

28, a special "big" choir similar to our Easter 

choir, for "10,000 Reasons." That will be our last 

full choir song before summer takes  

many away and we switch to smaller ensembles. If 

you're interested in being part of the men's choir, 

the big choir, or small ensembles during the 

summer, please see Su Ofe. Special choir practices 

will begin the first Wednesday in June 3,  

at 7:00 p.m. 

We will be updating the church directory over the 

next month. We have a station set up in the Great 

Hall with four copies of the directory. If you will 

please check your name, address, phone numbers, 

and email address. Please only include 

information you want to share  

with other member. 

We are looking for volunteers for the summer 

months to be greeters, worship leaders (including 

families), and to work in the AV room. If you’ re 

interested,  please let Nicole know or sign up on 

the board in the Great Hall. 

The choir is in need of a file cabinet 

for the choir room--the sturdier,  

the better--to hold sheet music that 

we've accumulated. If you have  

access to a low-cost, used file cabinet 

or have one you'd like to donate,  

please see Su Ofe. 

We are having a movie night on June 13th at 6:30. 

We will have a light dinner, drinks & popcorn. Please 

mark this date on your calendar & let's gather 

together, in the garden, to watch "A Night at the 

Museum 3". *Note that the event will happen 

regardless of the weather -- we will just move inside 

the church if the weather doesn't cooperate. Please let 

Nicole know if you plan to come so that we can get 

enough food. 
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